
PROPOSED STATEWIDE COASTAL MARINA PERMIT
RBOC Call to Arms

January 22, 2010

The California State Water Resources Control Board [SWRCB] is moving forward with a proposed
statewide requirement that marinas and clubs with 10 or more slips and moorings obtain a state permit
[termed a Coastal Marina Permit] and comply with many new requirements including extensive testing
and reporting at a projected annual cost of hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The use of the word “coastal” in the permit name is a misnomer. The text of the proposal states that it
would be required of moorings and marinas located not only along the coast but in bays, estuaries, and
certain fresh water mixing zones such as the San-Joaquin Delta. The scope could also be expanded as
the proposal moves forward.

RBOC is working on this critical issue in cooperation with allied partners including Bay Planning
Coalition, BoatU.S., California Association of Harbor Masters and Port Captains, California Marine Parks
and Harbors Association, California Yacht Brokers Association, Marina and Recreation Association, and
Western Boaters Safety Group.

The SWRCB plans to conduct stakeholder workshops in March, to receive public comments in April, and
to vote upon the permit in November of 2010.  The exact dates, times and locations of the stakeholder
workshops have not yet been set, but plans are for workshops to be in San Diego, Ventura, and
Francisco.

What clubs should do:

Become Familiar with the Proposal and Its Impact, through the attached call-to-action
and other pertinent documents posted at www.swrcb.ca.gov and www.rboc.org.

Keep Informed of Developments and Attend Workshops as this information becomes
available, and speak out against this proposal.

Distribute the Call-to-action and Sample Letter to your Club Members.

Generate Letters and Emails to the Governor, the SWRCB, and State Legislators, to
submit your written opposition to this proposal.

RBOC contacts for clubs desiring more information on this issue are:

Northern California
Lenora Clark   925-634-9614  lenorasclark@yahoo.com
Greg Gibeson   530-581-0686 grglrlt@aol.com
Doug Hipsley   831-429-9341 djhpacifico@gmail.com
Debrenia Madison-Smith  510-628-0903 deviglobal@msn.com

Southern California
Tom Kirwan   619-339-5432 cvyc06@gmail.com
Cleve Hardaker   619-287-9995 chardaker@cox.net
Karen Rhyne   949-553-1223 rhyneharbor@aol.com
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Call to Action
The State Wants to Force Marina Operators to Become “Marina Enforcers”

We Need Your Help Stop this Outrageous Power Grab that will harm ALL Boaters!
The State Water Resources Control Board wants to make marina operators responsible for the quality of the
water that flows into their marinas!  The Water Board is proposing a permit for ALL coastal marinas
(including many inland marinas that are in “bays” and “estuaries”) that would FORCE them to spend
hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to conduct expensive water quality testing and monitoring and to
report that information to the State.  It also gives the Water Board the authority to MANDATE “management
practices” on the marina as the board sees fit.  Such mandates could include testing the bottom paint of the
boats to see if they contain copper and even DEMAND the elimination of slips to reduce the amount of
copper in the water!  While copper seems to be a focus, the permit calls for testing and monitoring for many
other constituents in the water, even trash!  In short, it forces a wide range of testing and monitoring and
gives extremely broad authority to the Water Board to mandate changes at the marina based on the testing
and monitoring that the marina has to pay for!

Who should care about this permit? All marina operators, all boaters, and all coastal local
governments.  Every boater should care because this program will raise slip fees several hundred dollars
per-slip, per year, and it could reduce the number of available slips and restrict boating access.  All marinas
should care about this because while coastal marinas are the initial target, this permit is likely just the
beginning.  And, finally, local governments could take a significant budget hit to fund this program at the
marinas they own and operate.

How can I help? You can contact the Governor, your local legislator, and the Executive Office of the
State Water Resources Control Board to express your opposition to this proposed permit. The letter and
instructions are attached here.

What should I tell those I contact?  The following are several key points you can make in your e-
mail, letter, or phone call.

Forcing Marina operators to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to try and improve
water quality will not improve water quality.  The water in a coastal marina cannot be controlled by
the marina so forcing them to spend this money will not be effective.

There is no evidence that the boats in marinas are causing a water quality problem. Forcing such a
major expenditure without real evidence of a problem caused by the boats is unethical and extremely
harmful in these tough economic times.

The authority given to the Water Board to demand changes to how the marina is operated is far too
broad and could lead to abuses.  This permit would allow a staff level individual to force changes at
a marina, even to the point of reducing slips based on their own assessment and not based on clear
criteria.  This permit could put someone out of business based solely on a low-level decision-maker’s
“opinion”.

The $200,000 cost per marina of this program will put many small marinas out of business.

The “Clean Marina Program” run by the marina industry is the best approach to improving water
quality in marinas.  This is an excellent program that is working to enhance the marine environment
through voluntary participation and should be seen as the venue to address the State’s water quality
goals for marinas.



Sample Letter
Please Help! You can contact the Governor, your local legislator, and the Executive Office of the State
Water Resources Control Board to express your opposition to this proposed permit. Send a copy to
RBOC via fax 916-441-3520, or via mail to RBOC, 925 L Street, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Contact information can be found at these websites: www.gov.ca.gov; www.senate.ca.gov;
www.assembly.ca.gov; and www.swrcb.ca.gov or see page two of this letter for contact information for the
Governor and the State Water Resources Control Board. You must search the legislative websites for contact
information for your particular legislator.

Dear ________________:

Please contact the State Water Resources Control Board and request that it not move forward with a proposed
permit that would make marina operators responsible for the quality of the water that flows into their marinas!

The Water Board is proposing a permit for ALL coastal marinas (including many inland marinas that are in
“bays” and “estuaries”) that would FORCE them to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to conduct
expensive water quality testing and monitoring and to report that information to the State.  It also gives the
Water Board the authority to MANDATE “management practices” on the marina as the board sees fit.  Such
mandates could include testing the bottom paint of the boats to see if they contain copper and even DEMAND
the elimination of slips to reduce the amount of copper in the water!  While copper seems to be a focus, the
permit calls for testing and monitoring for many other constituents in the water, even trash!  In short, it forces a
wide range of testing and monitoring and gives extremely broad authority to the Water Board to mandate
changes at the marina based on the testing and monitoring that the marina has to pay for!

Forcing Marina operators to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to try and improve water quality
will not improve water quality.  The water in a coastal marina cannot be controlled by the marina so forcing
them to spend this money will not be effective.

There is no evidence that the boats in marinas are causing a water quality problem. Forcing such a major
expenditure without real evidence of a problem caused by the boats is unethical and extremely harmful in these
tough economic times.

The authority given to the Water Board to demand changes to how the marina is operated is far too broad and
could lead to abuses.  This permit would allow a staff level individual to force changes at a marina, even to the
point of reducing slips based on their own assessment and not based on clear criteria.  This permit could put
someone out of business based solely on a low-level decision-maker’s “opinion”.

The $200,000 cost per marina of this program will put many small marinas out of business.

The “Clean Marina Program” run by the marina industry is the best approach to improving water quality in
marinas.  This is an excellent program that is working to enhance the marine environment through voluntary
participation and should be seen as the venue to address the State’s water quality goals for marinas.

Please contact the Water Board and request that it not move forward with the marina permit proposal.

Sincerely,

__________________________
Name

________________________________________________________________________
Street, City, State and Zip

http://www.gov.ca.gov;
http://www.senate.ca.gov;
http://www.assembly.ca.gov;andwww.swrcb.ca.gov


Contact Information:

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Dorothy Rice, Executive Director
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Recreational Boaters of California
925 L Street, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA 95814




















